
INSTITUTIONAL CHAPLAINCY REPORT – ARCHDIOCESE CLERGY LAITY 2016 
 
   Your Eminences Archbishop Demetrios, Metropolitans Ambrosios & Damaskinos, Beloved 
Hierarchs, Brother Clergy, Presvyteras, Philoptochos Ladies and Delegates: Christ is in our 
Midst! 
 
   My name is Fr. Richard Demetrius Andrews of St. George Greek Orthodox Church in Saint 
Paul, Minnesota of the Metropolis of Chicago. I am a volunteer police chaplain. I will be giving 
the Report for the Institutional Chaplains Committee. 
 
   The Institutional Chaplaincy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese was formed approximately 
two years ago under its hierarchical overseer Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit. Allow me to 
share with you its brief history and mission as it appears on the Archdiocese website: 

"The Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese established Institutional Chaplaincy to 
facilitate care for Orthodox Christians in various institutions.  The Institutional Chaplains who 
are clergy are under the omophorion of the local Presiding Hierarch, provide the Holy 
Mysteries to Orthodox Christians, and offer a witness of the Orthodox Faith to everyone. 
   The Institutional Chaplains who are laypersons function in a non-sacramental capacity 
only. They are employed as Chaplains in local hospital, prisons, hospice, or universities, 
providing care for people by praying, counseling, advising, reading Scriptures, and teaching 
the Christian Faith.” 

   Specific requirements are provided for a layperson to be endorsed by the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America and can be found on our Archdiocese website.  
 
   The first ever official meeting of the Institutional Chaplains committee occurred during this 
Clergy Laity Congress. Fr. Bill Bartz, the Endorsing Agent of Institutional Chaplains for the 
Archdiocese led the meeting with those of us who attended, including Fr. Andrew Eugenis & Fr. 
Nick Rafael both police chaplains with the New York & New Jersey Port Authority; Fr. John 
Paizis police chaplain with Fraternal Order of Police of Long Island; and Mrs. Elizabeth 
Hawkins, chaplain with Le Bonheur Children's Hospital in Memphis Tennessee; and me.  
   We would like to note that Elizabeth is our first and currently our only female chaplain who is 
endorsed by our Archdiocese, working in a hospital and functioning in a non-sacramental 
capacity only. 
 
   We shared our cares, concerns, ideas and goals with each other. Three main goals were 
identified:  

1) to create a roster of institutional chaplains and facilitate contact and collaboration 
amongst our members for personal, professional and spiritual growth.  
2) to identify existing employed and volunteer institutional chaplains who are not yet on our 
roster.  
3) to promote institutional chaplaincy as a career or volunteer path among our clergy and lay 
people to bring the ministry, care and love of our Greek Orthodox Faith to all persons who 
are suffering and in need.  

 
   We ask for your prayers and assistance in whatever way you are able to help. To enroll in the 
institutional chaplaincy or for more information, please contact our endorsing agent Fr. Bill 
Bartz. 
 


